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A second runway at Gatwick?
The year has been dominated 
by the progress of the work 
of the independent Airports 
Commission, chaired by Sir 
Howard Davies, set up by the 
Government to examine the 
need for additional UK airport 
capacity and to recommend 
how this can be met in the 
short, medium and long 
term. Gatwick Airport Limited 
(GAL) has consistently argued 
that additional capacity is 
required, and that it should 
be provided at Gatwick. 

GATCOM, comprising as it 
does representatives of a 
wide range of opinions on 
the matter, has maintained 
a neutral stance towards 
the principal issue, but 
has sought to act as an 
authoritative sounding board 
and to propose solutions on 
issues where there is general 
agreement.

GAL has respected GATCOM’s role in this 
process and has taken care to involve us closely 
in its work, to consult us on how it is doing 
and to use GATCOM as the initial forum for 
publicising its proposals, as they develop. The 
chairman of GAL, Sir Roy McNulty, has attended 
our meetings, supporting the work of the chief 
executive officer and his team in maintaining 
close contact with GATCOM. This has been most 
welcome. 

In the autumn of 2013, the Airports Commission 
announced its first, and fundamental, conclusion 
that additional runway capacity is indeed 
required in the South East. This came as no 
surprise. Then, in December, the Commission 
announced its short list of locations for an 
additional runway. The shortlist comprised two 
options at Heathrow and one at Gatwick. The 
Commission considered and subsequently 
rejected the estuary option.

At this point, the organisations represented on 
GATCOM began to form their own views on 
the merits of a second runway at Gatwick and 
to consider how they might best advocate their 
positions to the Airports Commission and the 
Government. For its part, GATCOM focused 
on advising GAL on how best to conduct its 
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proposed public consultation 
on the options which it had 
identified for Gatwick (and 
which included the option 
proposed by the Airports 
Commission) and on the 
Commission’s proposals for 
how the best use might be 
made of existing capacity. 
In this connection, we were 
pleased that the Commission 
recommended that steps 
should be taken significantly 
to improve surface 
access to Gatwick and we 
welcomed the Government’s 
announcement in their 
Autumn Statement that £50 
million would be allocated 
towards redevelopment of the 
railway station at the Airport, 
for which GATCOM has been 
pressing for years.

GAL continued to work up its preferred 
scheme, which involves a new 3,400m runway 
positioned 1,045m south of and parallel to 
the existing runway, and duly submitted its 
refreshed proposal to the Airports Commission 
in May 2014. In parallel, GAL undertook a public 
consultation exercise which invited comments 
on this and two other options, and also (at 
GATCOM’s request) enabled respondents to 
register their preference for “none of the above”.  
7,717 responses were received overall, of which 
4,035 were organised campaign responses.  
3,304 responded to the runway preference 
question. Of the 1,094 respondents who 
expressed a preference between the three 
runway options, 733 (67 per cent) favoured 
Gatwick’s preferred option. There were 2,165 
respondents who chose to register “none of the 
above” option. 

All the submissions made are now being 
considered by the Airports Commission, who 
will themselves conduct a public consultation 
exercise in the autumn before deciding on the 
advice they will give to the Government elected 
in May 2015.
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Environment and infrastructure
Throughout the year, GAL has been 
developing proposals on how the impact of 
a second runway, both environmental and in 
terms of infrastructure requirements, might 
be mitigated. Announcements were made as 
thoughts crystallised, and were then brought 
together at our meeting in July 2014, when a 
package of 11 pledges was confirmed.  
The package comprises. 

• a £10m local highway development fund
• a council tax initiative
• a noise insulation grants scheme 
• enhancement to the existing property 

market support bond
• a £14m home owners support scheme
• a community flood risk forum
• local partnerships
• a new community foundation 
• an engagement charter
• £46.5m to help local authorities deliver 

essential community infrastructure 
• £3.75m to create 2,500 new 

apprenticeships

We look forward to working with GAL on the 
details of these proposals. 

Whatever the outcome of the Airport 
Commission’s deliberations, GATCOM 
is pleased that the need to substantially 
improve surface access to Gatwick has 
been acknowledged and provided for in the 
Government’s spending plans. We strongly 
support the Airport’s aim to see 60 per cent 
of people arriving at the Airport travelling by 
public transport, and this can be achieved 
only with significant improvements to the rail 
system. We were pleased that the provision of 
an additional platform at Gatwick railway station 
was achieved during the year, together with 
much-needed consequential improvements on 
the London-Brighton line, but these changes 
are overshadowed by the Government’s new 
commitment radically to improve Gatwick 
station and its relationship with the Airport. 

It is also very encouraging that the award of 
the new Thameslink rail franchise will lead to 
improvements in the Gatwick Express service 
and to rail connectivity around the country. 
We took every opportunity to advocate our 
aspirations for the outcome of the franchise 
competition to the Government and the 
potential franchisees, and are very pleased  
that the outcome is so positive.
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Flightpaths
It did not help GAL’s 
relationship with local 
communities and interests 
that, while the case for a 
second runway was being 
considered, not only were 
proposed changes to 
Gatwick’s airspace being 
developed and consulted 
upon but the adoption 
of precision navigation 
departures was implemented 
in May following extensive 
consultation – including with 
GATCOM – in 2012.  

The proposed changes to 
airspace are not related to the 
second runway work but are 
as a result of new European 
legislation that requires all 
member states, including the 
UK, to revise their airspace to 
incorporate the latest aircraft 
navigation technology, the 
departure routes being the 
first step. The development of 
navigation technologies which 
more accurately direct aircraft 
along very specific routes, 

rather than in broad swathes, presents National 
Air Traffic Services (NATS) and GAL with the 
first opportunity in decades to consider a 
redesign of airspace to address the increasing 
congestion. This will improve efficiency by 
addressing the congested airspace above 
London and the South East and, in respect 
of Gatwick, will, it is argued both improve 
efficiency and also improve the environmental 
impact of the Airport’s operations for many 
communities. 

We were consulted about this proposal and 
urged that the public should be consulted not 
only about the broad principles of what was 
proposed, but also about the precise routes 
to be flown. With some reluctance, this was 
agreed and a second round of consultation on 
Gatwick’s local airspace has been undertaken.

At the same time, Gatwick was chosen to 
be involved in a pilot scheme to trial a new 
departure procedure. The purpose of the trial 
was to gather data to help develop national 
standards for improved efficiency for runway 
use and establish whether it is operationally 
feasible to improve time separation between 
flights off Gatwick’s runway using new 
navigation technology.  



06Gatwick Airport Consultative Committee  |  Chairman’s Annual Review 2013/14 

The effect of the trial meant that some 
aircraft were directed along a new temporary 
route concentrating them closer to some 
communities that had previously been largely 
unaffected by noise, with the intention of 
relieving noise concerns in a number of other 
areas already overflown. This provoked an 
adverse reaction from the communities newly 
affected. The trial concluded in August 2014 
and the results are being studied.

A night time arrivals respite trial was also 
run during the year which received positive 
feedback. The feedback received on the 
effects of both trials and to the consultations 
on the changes to Gatwick’s airspace will 
feed into the final design of changes to 
Gatwick’s airspace. GAL and NATS have 
decided to defer seeking approval for 
changes to allow more time to consider and 
analyse the feedback and impacts. 

Night Flights
The Government has also consulted on 
Gatwick’s night flying restrictions and 
announced in July that, pending the outcome 
of the Airports Commission’s review, it had 
decided to maintain the present regime of night 
flying restrictions at the London airports for the 
next three years.

Local Air Quality
With the advice of the local authorities, we 
maintained our interest in air pollution around 
the Airport and were pleased to note that, once 
again, there has been no breach in the annual 
air quality average standards for nitrogen 
dioxide or the air quality management regime. 
We support the local authorities’ efforts to find 
a way effectively to monitor ultrafine particulate 
(UFP) pollution.
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Passenger numbers up
The number of passengers 
using the airport continues 
to rise and is now above the 
levels experienced before the 
financial crisis of 2007/08. Our 
Passenger Advisory Group 
(PAG), led by Peter Hall, is 
involved by GAL in all aspects 
of the running of the Airport 
and its future development 
and our assessment, 
supported by the results of 
passenger surveys, is that the 
improvements that have been 
made, in both facilities and 
management, since Global 
Infrastructure Partners (GIP) 
bought the Airport in 2009 
have made a real impact on 
the passenger experience at 
Gatwick.

Two areas of concern surfaced during the 
year. The first related to the interruptions of 
service caused by the exceptional weather 
experienced during the winter of 2013/14 and 
in particular the loss of power at the North 
Terminal on Christmas Eve, which led to flight 
delays and cancellations at a particularly busy 
time of year and a great deal of misery for 
intending passengers. We participated in the 
review of what happened conducted by GAL 
non-executive director David McMillan and 
were pleased and reassured to hear that the 
GAL board had agreed to adopt all his 27 
recommendations to avoid similar difficulties 
occurring in the future.
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Passenger numbers up
The other significant issue 
related to problems with 
baggage handling, which 
were highlighted in the 
national media in the early 
summer of 2014. Difficulties 
arose as the result of a 
change of ownership of one 
of the handling agents at the 
Airport and service levels 
dipped temporarily, although 
most bags were still returned 
within the 55 minutes 
maximum provided for in the 
relevant quality of service 
performance standards. 
We continue to monitor the 
situation and to urge GAL 
to adopt a stretching target 
more closely aligned with 
passengers’ reasonable 
expectations.

Partly as the result of the need further to 
strengthen security at the Airport but also to 
reduce forecourt congestion at the terminals, 
GAL decided to limit forecourt access to 
accredited meet and greet operators for 
passenger pick-ups, obliging other people 
picking up friends and relatives from the 
Airport and the railway station to use, and pay 
for, the public car parks. As the result of our 
representations, GAL agreed to introduce a 
local residents’ scheme and subsequently to 
make a significantly lower charge for it than was 
originally envisaged. We continue to press GAL 
to publicise the availability of the scheme.

We are pleased to report that HM Border Force 
are now achieving their targets for queuing 
at immigration at the Airport. We continue to 
press airlines using Gatwick to improve the 
proportion of passengers with reduced mobility 
(PRMs) pre-notifying their need for assistance 
and, over a period of two years, PAG members 
have been involved with the planning of the 
replacement of Pier 1.
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During the year, the Department for 
Transport (DfT) issued new guidelines 
for airport consultative committees 
(ACCs) nationally. We have considered 
these guidelines, concluded that the 
current constitution of GATCOM is 
consistent with them, and have decided 
to adopt the recommend principles 
of governance and related code of 
conduct for members. It is vital that 
ACCs are fit for purpose, particularly 
at a time when they can fulfil a vital 
role in ensuring that local communities 
and interests are fully involved in and 
consulted on major changes which 
may be made in aviation, including the 
provision of additional runways and 
changes to airspace arrangements.

Importance of airport consultative committees
We were delighted to welcome the chairmen 
and secretaries of ACCs from across the UK to 
their annual meeting at Gatwick in June and 
have recorded our thanks to GAL for hosting 
the event. The value of ACCs turns on the 
quality of their members and the support which 
they receive from their officers. At Gatwick, 
we are blessed on both counts. Sadly, after 16 
years on the committee and six years as vice-
chairman, Neil Maltby of Mole Valley District 
Council retired in the summer of 2014. His 
contribution will be much missed. Thankfully, 
our Secretariat team and our technical adviser 
remain in place, and long may they do so.

My thanks to all GATCOM members and 
officers, and their organisations, and to GAL’s 
chief executive officer, Stewart Wingate, and his 
team, without whose support my task would be 
impossible.

Dr John Godfrey
Chairman, GATCOM

For more information contact
GATCOM Secretariat:

T: 033022 22543
 E: secretary@gatcom.org.uk 
www.gatcom.org.uk

UKACCs Chairmen and Secretaries  
visit to Gatwick in June 2014
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