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Future airport capacity
The year was dominated by 
the government’s decision 
to appoint an independent 
commission “to identify and 
recommend to government 
options for maintaining 
this country’s status as an 
international hub for aviation”.

In the immediate aftermath 
of the 2010 General Election, 
the coalition government had 
announced that it would not 
approve any applications for 
further airport expansion in the 
South East, thus discarding the 
strategy set out in the previous 
government’s 2003 aviation 
white paper, which provided for 
a new runway at Stansted and, if 
environmental constraints could 
be met, an additional runway at 
Heathrow.

Although this decision was 
welcomed by some organisations 
in the Gatwick area, others took 
every opportunity to impress on 
the new government the need 

for a coherent national policy on aviation to 
replace the 2003 aviation white paper.

In the summer of 2012, rumours began 
circulating of a possible change in the 
government’s position. Media reports appeared, 
suggesting that Gatwick Airport Ltd (GAL)  
was looking to resurrect proposals for a 
second runway at Gatwick, a suggestion 
which was denied by the chief executive at 
our meeting on 19 July.

However, events gathered pace and, on 
7 September, the Secretary of State for 
Transport announced that the government 
had asked Sir Howard Davies to chair an 
independent airports commission, which would:

requirement for additional capacity to 
maintain the UK’s position as Europe’s most 
important aviation hub; and

for additional capacity should be met in the 
short, medium and long term.

In doing so, the commission would be 
instructed to provide an interim report to 
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the government no later than 
the end of 2013 setting out:

evidence on the nature, 
scale and timing of the steps 
needed to maintain the UK’s 
global hub status; and 

immediate actions to improve 
the use of existing runway 
capacity in the next five years, 
consistent with credible long 
term options.

The commission will then 
publish by the summer of 2015 
a final report for consideration 
by the government and 
opposition parties, containing: 

options for meeting the UK’s 
international connectivity 
needs, including their 
economic, social and 
environmental impact; 

approach to meeting any need;

need is met as expeditiously as practicable 
within the required timescale; and 

preparing a national policy statement to 
accelerate the resolution of any future 
planning application(s).

A decision on whether to support any of 
the recommendations contained in the final 
report will be taken by the next government.
A further announcement by the Secretary of 
State, on 2 November 2012, confirmed the 
commission’s membership and amplified its 
terms of reference. In particular, the 
commission would:

including with local and devolved 
governments as well as the opposition to 
build consensus in support of its approach 
and recommendations;

Future airport capacity cont...
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Future airport capacity cont...

and recommendations were 
underpinned by a detailed 
review of the relevant evidence;

of potential immediate 
actions took into account 
their economic, social and 
environmental costs and 
benefits, and their 
operational deliverability;

recommendations in the 
final report were based on 
a detailed consideration 
of the case for each of the 
credible options, including 
an examination of the 
detailed business cases and 
environmental assessments 
for each option, as well as 
their operational, commercial 
and technical viability.

In the mean time, Sir David 
Rowlands, chairman of GAL, 
attended our meeting on 

18 October to explain that GAL was commencing 
detailed work on possible options for a new 
runway at Gatwick, as there was a need for the 
company to respond to the call for evidence to 
the government’s independent commission.

Sir David emphasised that:

stress that Gatwick would honour the 1979 
legal agreement with West Sussex County 
Council which prohibits Gatwick from 
constructing a second runway before 2019;

Gatwick had continued to safeguard the land 
that would be required for a new runway;

vision for the airport up to 2020 and also 

airport, including a scenario for a new runway;

detail at the implications of a new runway and 
would cover all issues which GAL anticipates 
will be relevant to the commission and the 
eventual policy decision by the government 
on airport expansion. 
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Future airport capacity cont...

This work would evaluate 
various runway options and 
assess key requirements, 
including environmental (for 
example, aircraft and airport 
ground noise, air quality), 
surface access, economic 
impacts and impacts on local 
communities; and

authorities and other key 
stakeholders as the work 
on options develops.

GATCOM members 
appreciated Sir David’s open 
and honest approach and his 
responses to our questions. 
We have emphasised the 
need to handle the issue, and 
the consideration of options, 
sensitively and appropriately so 
as to help alleviate concerns, 
anxiety and property blight for 
communities around the airport. 
We have suggested that GAL 
should focus its discussions 
with key stakeholders on those 

runway options that are considered to be viable 
and that possible measures to mitigate blight 
should be discussed with local authorities.

We see GATCOM’s role in this debate 
as helping to disseminate information to 
interested parties and the wider community on 
the process and the issues being discussed, as 
well as assisting in building an understanding 
of the options being considered by GAL, their 
implications and impacts, through constructive 
discussion. There are inevitably differing views 
across our membership and it is essential for 
all interests to have mutual respect for views 
expressed at meetings when exploring options, 
enabling a consensus to emerge on those 
issues on which we can agree. We shall pursue 
this course over the coming months. 

Stewart Wingate, GAL’s chief executive officer, 
will report to each of our meetings on the 
progress of the company’s submission to the 
airports commission and we have already had 
discussions with Sir Roy McNulty, Sir David’s 
successor as chairman of GAL, and with senior 
representatives of the airports commission 
and the Department for Transport (DfT), all of 
whom are keen to engage with us and to use 
GATCOM as a key focus for consultation.
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Other national developments
The debate on future airport 
capacity has put other, 
important national issues 
somewhat in the shade. 
However, we have given 
serious consideration to the 
government’s aviation policy 
framework, which was published 
in March 2013 and sets out the 
government’s policy to allow 
the aviation sector to 
continue to make a significant 
contribution to economic 
growth across the country. It 
provides the baseline for the 
airports commission to take 
into account on important 
issues such as aircraft noise 
and climate change and sets 
out the government’s objectives 
on the issues on which they 
will challenge and support the 
development of aviation across 
the UK. We submitted 
a detailed response.

We have also contributed to the discussion 
about the future economic regulation of 
airports, stimulated by GAL’s proposal to the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) that the present 
system should be replaced by an airports 
commitments framework. While we do not have 
an agreed view on the principle of the proposal, 
we agreed a detailed paper setting out our 
thoughts on how such an approach might be 
implemented, if it were decided to proceed in 
this direction.

We have also studied and agreed a response 
to an important DfT consultation paper on 
proposed changes to the night flying regime 
at the London airports.
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Business as usual
In the mean time, GAL has 
been very active indeed 
running the world’s busiest 
single runway airport, and 
doing it very well. No longer 
playing second fiddle to 
Heathrow and in independent 
ownership since 2010, Gatwick 
is forging ahead. The number 
of passengers using the airport 
has now reached 34.2 million 
passengers per annum, almost 
back to where we were before 
the international financial 
crisis of 2008. The capital 
programme continues apace, 
with expenditure amounting to 
a staggering £1m a day in the 
current year. New routes and 
connections are being added all 
the time and GAL’s preparations 
for winter weather conditions 
really paid off when other 
London airports were forced to 
close in adverse conditions.

Gatwick is now ready to receive the new 
A380 aircraft, a trial is to be held of the first 
stage of GAL’s plans to streamline the transfer 

are working well, state of the art adult changing 
facilities have been provided, and GAL met 
all its regulatory Service Quality Rebate (SQR) 
targets for the last 12 months, which compares 
favourably with Gatwick’s leading competitors. 
Facilities for young passengers have also been 
improved during the year and there have been 
some exciting developments in retail and 
catering facilities (including the new London 
News Company and Jamie Oliver outlets).
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Improved Flight Information 
Display Screens (FIDS) have 
been provided to give 
passengers more information 
about flights where the gate 
is yet to open, statistics on 
the performance of UK Border 
Force in reducing queuing 
times at immigration are now 
displayed in both terminals, 

being tested in the South 
Terminal and GAL is liaising 
closely with the Border Force 
in advance of busy holiday 
periods to ensure that they are 
fully aware of the anticipated 
number of passengers travelling 
through the airport. We are 
pleased to see that work is now 
progressing on the provision 
of an additional platform at 
Gatwick railway station, which 
should improve services on the 
Gatwick Express, about whose 
performance we continue to 
be most concerned.

Many of these issues are overseen by our 

with GAL and other bodies whose work impacts 
on the passenger experience. It’s always worth 
remembering that only 10 per cent of the 
people who work at Gatwick work for GAL: 

between all concerned are essential if Gatwick 
is to justify its claim to be London’s airport of 

 

Business as usual cont...
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Aircraft noise continues to be of 
concern to local communities. 
GATCOM receives regular 
reports from the airport’s Flight 

Monitoring and Advisory Group 
(NATMAG), on which we are 
represented. Our work on noise 
over the last few years has 
been ably led by Alan Jones, 

Council on GATCOM.
Of particular concern this year 
has been the severe annoyance 
suffered by relatively small 
groups of people in rural areas 
to the east of the airport, 
particularly in connection with 
aircraft arrivals. To help these 
people, we have encouraged 
GAL to trial an experiment 
in providing respite, which is 
designed to introduce periods 
of relief to the worst affected 
areas. Ideas for this experiment 
are currently being developed. 
We are also concerned to 
ensure the effective monitoring 

Environmental issues

which, with our support, GAL consulted the 
public about. The CAA’s Director of Airspace 

can be implemented is currently awaited.

I am very grateful for the support which we 
receive from local environmental health 
officers on noise issues, and the invaluable 
contribution which Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council makes to our understanding 
of air pollution issues.
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GATCOM has welcomed GAL’s 
new web flight tracker operating 
system, which enables the 
public and interested parties 
to track flights into and out of 
Gatwick. With its improved 

and clearer mapping this marks 
a vast improvement on the 
previous WebTrack system.

Finally, my thanks, as ever, to 

and all members of GATCOM 

County Council, who provide 
the outstandingly professional 
secretariat which is the basis 
for GATCOM’s success, and to 
my colleagues Barry Smith, Ros 

wise advice, drafting skills and 
energy are the envy of other 
airport consultative committees.

Environmental issues cont...

Dr John Godfrey
Chairman, GATCOM
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